MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
CITY OF SILOAM

SPRINGS,

BENTON

HELD FEBRUARY

OF THE

COUNTY,

ARKANSAS,

16, 2021

The City of Siloam Springs, Arkansas, met in regular session at the City of Siloam Springs
Administration Building on February 16, 2021.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Judy Nation.
Roll Call: Sappington, Hunt,

Smiley,

Burns, Rissler, Carroll, Allen—Present.

City Representatives Present: Phillip Patterson, City Administrator; Renea Ellis, City Clerk; Ben
Rhoads, Sr. City Planner; Jay Williams, City Attorney; Steve Gorszczyk, Public Works Director;
Phil Stokes, Electric Director; and Police Chief Allan Gilbert.

Opening prayer. Director Allen led the opening prayer.
Public Input: Todd Varnado, 217 W. Benton, came forward with questions about the rolling
power outages and notice to citizens. Patterson addressed his questions as well as gave an

update, and the timeline of events, leading up to the controlled outages. He went on to point out
that the hospital' s backup generators had failed and to be able to restore power to it, the
residents' power had to be shut off for a brief period. He went on to say that there was no time to
warn the citizens of the outage before it happened.

Consent Agenda:

A. Regular Meeting Minutes, February 2, 2021
B.

Budget Amendment/ Admin/ Electric Vehicle

C. Arkansas Municipal League/

Charging

Station/$

Municipal Legal Defense Program/

12, 000
Opioid Case/

Settlement Authorization Agreement
D. Purchase/

Stribling
E.

Purchase/

Public Works Department/

Street Division/

2021 John Deere Dozer/

Street Division/

2021 Pad Foot Soil Compactor

Equipment/$ 206, 688. 10
Public Works Department/

Riggs CAT/$ 128, 904
F.

G.

Dedication of Utility Easements and Right-of-Way/ 2600 Block of S. Elm St.
Dedication of Utility Easements and Right- of- Way/ 300 & 400 Block of N. Hico

St.

Hunt asked that item B be removed from the consent agenda.

Allen asked that items D and E be removed from the consent agenda.

A motion was made by Allen and seconded by Hunt to approve the remaining consent agenda
items. Nation called for a roll call vote. Motion passed unanimously.

Item B: Following discussion by the Board and City Administrator, a motion to approve the item
was

made

by Smiley

and

seconded

by

Sappington.

Motion

passed

unanimously.
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Item D: Allen asked staff to explain the Sourcewell program. Staff explained the process,

including the fact that the city purchases items, through this program, for a significantly
discounted amount, more so than it can through public bidding. Following further questions, a
motion to approve the item was made by Hunt and seconded by Sappington. Motion passed
unanimously.

Item E: Following discussion by the Board and staff, a motion to approve the item was made by
Hunt and seconded by Carroll. Motion passed unanimously.
Item H: Resolution 05- 21 / Significant Development Permit/
Street( Simmons Foods

Processing Facility

Expansion).

Simmons Foods, Inc./ 316 N. Hico
Ben Rhoads briefed the item. A motion

was made by Smiley and seconded by Allen to approve Item H. Motion passed unanimously.
Item I: Ordinance 21- 02/

1St

Reading/ Vacation of un- named rights- of-way/ 316 N. Hico Street.

Ben Rhoads briefed the item. A motion was made by Allen and seconded by Bums to place
Ordinance 21- 02 on its first reading, suspending the rules and reading by title only. Motion
passed unanimously.

An ordinance entitled: An Ordinance Vacating and Abandoning Certain Rights- of-Way Within
the C. D. Gunter' s Addition, No. 1, City of Siloam Springs; was read on its first reading.
Item J: Administrator' s Report. Patterson commended the street crews for their efforts over the
past several days; reported expenditures in the Police Department in the amount of$33, 394.73 for a

2021 AWD Dodge Durango; in the Electric Department in the amount of$ 36,465. 00 for inventory for
fifteen 37. 5 kva pad- mount transformers and fifteen 50 kva pad- mount transformers; and in the amount of

31, 785. 00 for inventory for one circuit switch 72. 5 KV; and in the amount of$ 31, 785. 00 for inventory; in
Public Works, Water Treatment Plant, for an emergency expenditure in the amount of$ 6, 4878. 88 to
replace the rooftop heat and air unit; that the
city' s January sales tax receipts were up 6. 6% from last
and

county

receipts were

up 19. 2%

year

from last year; on the controlled electrical service interruptions; spring

clean-up would be the week of March 29th; and gave a COVID update.
Directors Reports: Mayor Nation expressed her appreciation to staff in all departments for their

efforts to keep the citizens safe and the streets clear, and to the citizens for their cooperation,

pointing out that the city' s main concern is its citizens. Burns thanked businesses for not initiating
upcharges; asked the audience to look around and help those neighbors in need; thanked Vamado
for coming to the meeting to express his concerns; pointed out the significance of the potential

opioid settlement and said he was glad to see monies coming from those who created the problem;
thanked Simmons for expanding within the city; and said he appreciated the Board looking toward
the future regarding the electric charging station. Sappington asked if the hospital could use help
getting its backup generators to work. Patterson stated that it was able to get them running and
that city crews had worked diligently to move the hospital and the dialysis center to a different
feeder

on

the electric grid. Sappington

said

that Siloam

was

the best around for organizations and
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to step in

40th

help where needed; and wished her husband John a happy a
wedding
anniversary. Rissler thanked the city' s employees for going above and beyond doing their jobs;
thanked the fire department for their quick response getting a citizen' s oxygen working; and asked
if signage could be put up by the charging station to highlight the different amenities and
businesses within walking distance from the station. Carroll pointed out police and fire were first
citizens

and

responders, but public works' divisions were also out in a first responder capacity; thanked the
employees for getting the streets prepared; he went on to commend Dennis Kindy and all the city
employees for taking ownership of their job. Smiley pointed out the dedication of the city' s
employees to do the hard jobs to make sure the citizens have the services they need; thanked
Patterson for making the hard decisions that need to be made; informed citizens they could sign
up on the city' s website for alerts through Code Red. Patterson reminded citizens if they are not
receiving alerts and have Code Red, to check their settings to make sure they didn' t just sign up

for weather alerts. Allen thanked Patterson for the research and information presented regarding
the charging station; thanked Varnado for bringing his concerns to the meeting; said he was
unaware that wells that provided power had frozen, and that Siloam didn' t just shut off power; he

appreciated the best decisions being made; commented on the longevity of many employees
within the city; read an email he had received; and thanked Simmons for the expansion. Hunt said
she wished citizens would watch the beginning of this meeting [ on the website] to see how
matters were resolved; stated the last year had been hard, and how she appreciated staff rising to
the occasion;

and asked that we extend

grace to each other.

With no further business, a Motion to adjourn was made by Hunt and seconded by Burns. A
voice vote was called. Motion passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned.
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